FREEDOM TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting
September 13th, 2016 8:00 pm
1. Call to Order/Roll Call
Supervisor Weidmayer called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm
Members present: Weidmayer, Bristle, Layher, Huehl, Schaible
2. Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Change to Agenda: Motion by Huehl supported by Bristle to add White Property next to Greene’s on Ellsworth
Rd to new business.
Motion carried with all Ayes. CARRIED
4. Approval of Minutes: Moved by Huehl supported by Schaible to:
Approve the August 9, 2016 Township Board minutes.

Motion carried with all Ayes.

CARRIED

5. Treasurer’s Report: Moved by Bristle supported by Schaible to: Approve August 9, 2016 Treasurers report.
Roll call vote was unanimous. Aye: Schaible, Bristle, Layher, Huehl, Weidmayer
Nay: none
CARRIED
6. Communications: August Sheriff Report had 18 calls- 6 were handled by the state, Washtenaw Co. responded to
5 and 7 were cleared. Wash Co. Road Millage .5 mil on the Nov. 8th ballot. The County clean-up day in Saline is Oct.
1st 9-2. Manchester CRC will hold a banquet on Nov. 6th and we can appoint a person from the township to be
honored. Water Resource Commissioner Evan Pratt will be holding a meeting on Sept. 29th at the town hall
regarding the JJ Knapp drain and the repair to the bridge on Bemis Rd.
7. Public Comment: Beth Heuser said the township needs to have a code of ethics. On Aug. 4th at a planning
commission there needed to be clarification on wording to a diagram in the zoning amendment. At the Aug. 9th
meeting before the township board the wording was not done. At the Sept. 2nd P.C. meeting there was no mention of
the amendment. At the meeting tonight she hoped it will be finished. She feels things need to be done in a timelier
manner. How much money is lost on procedures not being done in a timely manner? Things need to be more
efficient. Consumers Energy Phase II site plans were delivered short of the timeline would like to see more copies of
agendas at meetings and extra copies of public paperwork. Who is Rodney Nanney’s (township planner) boss? Dale
Weidmayer responded that he works for Don Pennington but reports to the township board. Karen would like to see
the township put the agenda on the website before the meeting. Tony Griffiths believes that he has followed the
State of Michigan code book and does not feel he should be given a violation from the Western Washtenaw
Construction Authority (WWCA) for needing a permit. He asked who is on the board that oversees the WWCA. Dale
Weidmayer responded that he or Jim Coval as zoning inspector go to the quarterly meetings with a representative
from the participating municipalities-Freedom, Bridgewater, Manchester twp and the Village of Manchester. He is
trying to resolve his problem without incurring more costs. He wants to work through this so that it is fair. Ron Nitchie
asked what the amount was that was spent on attorney fees regarding this issue. We should be able to work
together to save money. Tony did apply for a permit yesterday Monday Sept. 12th. Carol Westfall added we should
be able to handle this much more efficiently.
8. Reports:
Planning Commission report:
The P.C. meet last week and review Consumers Energy’s site plan for phase II. They reviewed the reports they
received from OHM and Rodney Nanney’s report and approved the preliminary plan with a final one coming in
December. They are moving the plant up towards the front of the property along Pleasant Lake Road. A full copy of
the PC minutes is available through the clerk’s office.
Ordinance Enforcement Officer: Alvin sent a letter to Mr. Wilson at 8730 Saline Waterworks Rd regarding the
townships ordinance against importation of material and stock piling. He went to the planning commission meeting to
find out what he needs to do. P.C. told him about the ordinance for land balancing. A fee will need to be added to the
fee schedule for an application. He also sent a letter to June Fowler regarding her property. He has heard nothing
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from her and will talk with someone to get a phone number for her. The trailer on Elmdale needs to be moved. Beth
Heuser added there needs to be a timeline and procedure for following up.
Zoning Inspector: One new zoning at 12075 Bethel Church Rd for a storage shed.
Library- Jan Davis dropped off a report sharing that the library is working a computer digitization project of the early
history of Manchester and it is around $3,200. They will be having a used book sale in Sept/Oct for the surplus of
donated books they have received. She also included the balance sheet.
Clerk report: The next election is the general election on November 8th. I have reviewed the proof and placed the
order for ballots. They should be delivered no later than Sept. 23rd. I have received over 100 absentee ballot
requests already.
9. Unfinished Business:
Fence Ordinance Amendment- Motion by Huehl supported by Layher to approve ordinance 43-B amendments with
addition to section 10.04, B. 1. A. add sentence, fences on waterfront lots shall be allowed within this setback in
accordance with sec. 6.09.
Roll call vote was unanimous. Aye: Layher, Huehl, Weidmayer, Schaible, Bristle
Nay: none
CARRIED
Town Hall Improvements- ramp and sidewalk out front is completed. Dale has received one quote from Gilbert
Cleaning out of Manchester to clean the floors of the town hall. The board asked that we receive at least one more
before we make a decision. Dan asked about the budget for this and we have gone over on this line item but we
have room in the budget to cover it.
10. New Business:
Pleasant Lake Inn- Concerns with the property at a standstill and Paul Parkinson not following through and
completing the grading and reseeding of the property. Denny heard the Wash. Co. Health department is holding up
the project until they can figure out where a drain field will be put in. We need to look at wording of our agreement
with Paul Parkinson and put pressure on him to continue moving forward with the cleanup. It may be helpful to
contact the health department and see what the holdup is.
Fire Runs- The township needs to protect itself against a major catastrophic disaster. We need to put a hazard
material recovery ordinance in place to recover the fees for extra services. We can ask Bridgewater or Manchester to
see a copy of theirs.
White Property- this is the property to the east of Greene’s on Ellsworth Rd. A couple complaints came in regarding
the trash around the property that needs to be cleaned up. Alvin will look into this further.
Motion by Huehl supported by Bristle: To add $500 escrow deposit to the fee schedule for land balancing.
Roll call vote was unanimous. Aye: Schaible, Bristle, Weidmayer, Huehl, Layher
Nay: none
CARRIED
11. Warrants: Motion by Huehl supported by Layher: To approve the online payments for the 941 tax withholding
and warrants 3499-3524.
Roll call vote was unanimous. Aye: Layher, Bristle, Schaible, Huehl, Weidmayer
Nay: none
CARRIED
12. Public Comment: Dan shared information from a meeting with ET Rover pipeline that they received their final
environmental impact study and will begin work fall of 2016. They are working with Washtenaw Co. on permits. It
was asked to Consumers Energy if they spoke with ET Rover about an emergency plan and the answer was no. We
need to talk with both entities on that. Tony Griffiths handed the board members a copy of the Western Washtenaw
Construction Authority agreement and concerns he has with the WWCA operation practices and his situationshelving units needing a building permit when he feels it should not. May need to invite Dale Benhke to next month’s
meeting.
Adjourned at 11:11 pm
Valisa Bristle, Clerk, Freedom Township
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