
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP, WASHTENAW COUNTY
SUMMARY OF ADOPTED 

FREEDOM TOWNSHIP GENERAL ORDINANCE10.21 RIPARIAN ACCESS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN than on May 12, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. the Freedom Township Board of Trusties adopted Ordinance Amendments to the Freedom Township General Ordinance Section 10.21 Riparian Access.  A true copy of the amended Ordinance can be inspected or obtained by contacting Freedom Township.  This is a summary of the amended Section, not a true copy of the Ordinance.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
SECTION 10.21 RIPARIAN ACCESS

The following restrictions are intended to limit and regulate the number of users and types of uses of lake frontage in order to preserve the qualities of the waters, minimize conflicting land uses, promote safety and help preserve the quality of recreational use of lands and waters within the Township.

A. In all districts, there shall be at least fifty (50) feet of lake frontage, as measured along the ordinary high water mark of the lake, for each single-family home, dwelling unit, cottage, condominium unit, site condominium unit or apartment unit utilizing or accessing the lake frontage.

B. In all zoning districts, any multiple-unit residential developments shall have not more than one (1) dock for each fifty (50) feet of lake frontage as measured along the natural high water mark of the lake.

C. In all zoning districts, no lake access, boat ramp, shore station, dock, boat launch or shoreline abutting a lake shall be utilized for commercial, business, outdoor recreational (or entertainment) facilities, instructional, nonresidential or nonagricultural uses or purposes unless such use complies with the requirements of the zoning district in which it is located.

D. In addition to the above limitations, no easement, private park, common area, condominium arrangement, lake access device or lot or access property abutting or adjoining a lake shall be used to permit access to the lake for more than one (1) single-family home, property, dwelling unit, condominium unit, site condominium unit or apartment unit unless such additional access use is permitted in the zoning district in which it is located and furthermore such use must also be a special land use or planned unit development.  Not more than one (1) boat or watercraft shall be moored, docked, stored or anchored overnight for each such dwelling unit.

E. No new channel or canal shall be created abutting, enlarging or tied into a lake, nor shall existing canals or channels be enlarged.  Canals or channels which touch or abut a lake and were lawfully in existence as of the date of enactment of this ordinance may be cleared and dredged, so long as they are not enlarged beyond their original dimensions.

F. The restrictions of this Section shall apply to all lots and parcels on or abutting any lake, regardless of whether access to the lake shoreline or waters shall be by easement, park, common-fee ownership, single-fee ownership, condominium arrangement, license, or lease.  The lake access and use regulations contained in this section shall also be fully applicable to all planned unit development and special land use projects or developments.

This Amendment shall become affective upon the eighth (8th) day following publication.
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